252         MEMOIRS   OF   WILLIAM   HICKEY

deeply wrapt in his own thoughts. I therefore marched
by without further notice. Brent, frightened out of her
wits, insisted upon instantly going back to Malby's, and
avoiding all further risk of discovery.

At dinner McClintock said he had that day been told
that the Ombres Chinois was an entertainment worth
seeing, and he intended going to it in the evening, upon
which I determined to accompany him. At six o'clock he,
Brent and myself got into a hackney coach and proceeded
to Panton Street, where the exhibition was. We found
the room nearly full, and with difficulty procured seats.
About an hour after we had been there Brent eagerly laid
hold of my arm, and pointing to a gentleman who sat
on the same row only four from us, said " My God, there
is your brother." I leaned forward, and sure enough there
was Joseph, looking very attentively at us, but as he did
not seem disposed to speak or take the least notice of me,
I concluded he was indignant at the foolish and unprofit-
able voyage I had made, and would not acknowledge me.
I therefore resolved to let him sulk on. Brent pressed me
to leave the place, which I peremptorily refused to do, and
we sat out the entertainment. However, as I took it for
granted my brother would mention his having seen me,
I thought it prudent no longer to absent myself, and next
morning I went to St. Albans Street, where I was received
by my dearest father more graciously than I had any right
to expect. He told me they had for several days been in
expectation of seeing me, Mr. Charlton having informed
them of my return by the Plassey, which ship's arrival they
had seen announced in the newspapers. By this it appeared
that my brother Joseph had not betrayed me, for which
I felt obliged and grateful. I however discovered soon after
that I had given him credit for what he did not deserve and
that he actually did not recognize me at the Ombres Chinois.
He told me himself he was looking at Brent, with whom
he observed an officer, but he had no more idea of its being
me than the Emperor of China.

To account for my being so long in getting home I had